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is critical to the sustained stewardship of this national treasure. 

Two products are envisioned: a geotourism map guide that educates

the public about the Appalachian Trail and how it is managed and

that guides tourists to key attractions and access points along the trail,

and the MapMachine, a robust, interactive, map-based application

blending a National Geographic–quality supplement-style map with 

a broad array of Appalachian Trail–specific information that would be

available on the Web and at kiosks placed in strategic locations proxi-

mate to the trail. These products will combine educational materials

and technology to increase awareness of the trail—the richness 

of its resources, the outdoor recreation opportunities it provides, 

and its vulnerability—and to foster a conservation ethic that will lead 

to its sustained stewardship.

Promising programs are now in the works that will offer enhanced

and new information to the public about national parks via the

Internet. For example, the National Park Service Web site will link 

to related information about national parks published in National

Geographic Magazine. With the wealth of articles about national parks

in this renowned publication, Web users will benefit greatly from this

added feature. Additionally, the National Park Service and National

Geographic Maps are exploring new avenues for technology transfer,

including equipment, GIS programs, and mapping products to help

park staffs manage their fire and law enforcement responsibilities. 

In 2006 the National Park Service hopes to broaden the partnership

to include National Geographic publications. ■
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